GEOG2132 World Cities (6 credits)

Course Teacher: Dr Victor Tsang

Objectives
This course will provide students with an introduction to and overview of the world cities from
economic, social, cultural and environmental perspectives.

Course Synopsis

World cities have been contributed to the international networks of human activities, including flows of
goods, services and finance which constitute the world economy. The course is divided into three main
sections with two introductory lectures outlining the key concepts and terminologies to be used in the
latter part of discussion and two concluding lectures focusing on the challenges of livability,
sustainability and vibrancy of world cities. It begins with a discussion of urban economies. World cities
are concentrations of capital, international firms, and professional workers. This part of the module
offers an economic rationale for the existence of world cities and explains how a world city is shaped
by the process of globalization. The discussion is followed by providing an overview of urban issues,
including uneven development, concentrated decentralization, fragmentation, polycentrism,
regionalization, segregation and exclusion. Different world cities will be chosen as case studies.
Growth sustainability of world cities will be discussed before concluding this course.

Lecture Topics
Globalization and world cities

Cities in a world economy

Global city regions

Uneven development and gentrification in North America
Emerging middle class and consumption in Asian cities
Financial centres in global digital era

Transformation of cities

Cities of the Future: urban challenges and sustainability

Assessment
100% Coursework: Two in-class quizzes (50%) and a term paper (50%)

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge:

®  An understanding of the nature of world cities

® Social and economic issues related to the urban process in world cities
® The sustainable forms and challenges of world cities

Skills:
® Afondness for critical thinking in urban geography
®  Skills in interpreting urban issues, analyzing research materials, and reporting research findings
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